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EEE Churater and Hope: of the Rightcows | | 
| | | Conſider'd, in a | F 

; Preach'd the 

8 Loxp's-Day after the Funeral af 


Madam Lydia Hutchinſon, | 


THE 


'vIRTVOUS CONSORT 


Or THE Hon aun 


Edward Hutchinſon, Eſq; 


Who departed this Life, July 10. 1 1748. 
_ „ T 


ee — 


8:77 — e A. M. | 


Paſtor of the ſecond Church of CHRIST in Bo/tor. 


Ifaiah 3. 10. wy ye to 1 2 it ſhall be — 
 _ with him. | 
256, 26, 27- For I know that my Rua | 


liveth, and that he ſhall land at the latter Day upon 1 4 


_ the E. arth; and though after my Skin, Worms deſtroy 
this Body, yet in my Flesb, ſhall I ſee God, whom T1 
hall ſee for myſelf, and mine Eyes behald, and not 


not another, though my Reins be conſumed within me. = 
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To the Honourable _ :+ = 


Edward Hutchinſon, Eſqʒ 


SIR, 


TI E late diſtreſſing Providence of f 
God in your Family was the Occa- | 

fion of the Glowing Sermon. The Re- || 
lation in which I ſtand to that Church |! 
which your deceaſed Conſort adorn d.! 
'hought, called upon me to bearTeſtimony 1 
ior her Virtues, and ſo to do Honour to 
divine Grace, which wrought them in her 
3oul, 5 .— 
f jt 


"2 4D ED 76 CA! 


| Lok, 1 ns ee 15 one 
conceive of. The long 
which Gop favoured 

doubt made the Parting 


and raiſed the Springs of 


| 
| 
70 NV 
„5 ** 
* 


2 ontinuance — - of 
ou together, no 
more ſorrowful, 


Grief: But as 


you lived in Hopes, we E elieve you parted 


in Hopes of another and 
May this Confideration | 
port to your Spirits. 
God in your exalted Stati 
Age, and at laſt, with 


the unfading Honours a 


| ſures of the beatifick Stat 


. © * 


This is the hearty Pray 


Of, Sir, your devoted, 


better Meeting. 
e a mighty Sup- 


May you glorify 


ion and advanced 
all your's, poſſeſs 
nd ſuperior Plea- 
5 4 


yer 
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Wy PROVERBS xIv. 32. Op | Bo TE 13 
— The Righteous hath He ope | in big Death 


8 
1 


O PE and Fear are Mn two N 
Principles in humane Nature; according- 
tF if we examine the Actions of Men, and 
trace them to their Fountain, we ſhall 
| find that either their Hopes or their 
Fears were the Occaſion of them. Whatever Methods 
| Men are in the Proſecution of, it is the Hope of ſome 
Benefit that lies at the Foundation, Fear and Sollicitude 
leaſt they ſhould miſs of their Aim, are equally influ- 
ential. Theſe Principles are deeply ge. in the " Breaſt 
of every Creature, in whom God hath enkindled the 
„Light of Reaſon; and it is a great Favour vouchſafed 
to us by the Author of our Beings that theſe Springs 
of Actions are ſo deeply man within us. And was it 


1 1 the fame $05 yet 1 
Ends. Tho? all have a Principle 
founded upon a right Bottom, 
View of —5 true ſubſtantial Nature 
doth it produce thoſe good Effet 
founded would do. In the ſame 
| Concerning the Principle of Fear 
an Apprehenſion of the neceſſar 
thich, there is in Sin, and ſo dot 
genuine F ruits, which a religiou 
But then you will fay, Wherein a 


e not diretied. [oo the 


of Hope, yet it is not 
t is not excited from a 
of Happineſs ; nor 

ts which a Hope rightly 
manner we may argue 
„it is not moved from 
y and unalterable Evi! 
h not bring forth tho 
s Fear always does 


appears the Ad 
if ſome are actually di 


of theſe interwoven Principles, i 
ſerved by them? We reply, Th: 
uitably influenced by their Hor 
follow, that they are of no Ser vic 
argue againſt the Principle of P 


a Favour, as many imagine. 
rings of Action lead us to p 


per 


lifting Welfare, ſhould we not 


and bieſs God for them. It is 
that they looſe their 
you will ſay further, What is t! 
not fattably influenced by theſe 
not God at firſt make Man, with 
to proſecute his own Happineſs ? 


was at firſt made with a ſerious Deſire after that Fe 


* God deſigned him for; but the 


good Effect upon us. 


t becauſe ſome are not 
88 and Fears, it will 

e: We may as wet 
eaſon it ſelf, and ſay, 


that becauſe ſome Men act irratic nally, Reaſon is not o 
| Should theſe kn 5 


wrſue our future, ever-- 

teem them Favours, 
thro? our own Defaul 
But. ner 
he Reaſon - that we ar 


inbred Principles? Dic 


a natural Inclination 
We anſwer, That Man 


Truth of the Can 


the Views of Man are very much changed by his Fall, 


he is miſtaken in his Apprehenſio 
greateſt Advantage and Com- 


hie takes that to be for his 


fort, which if depended upon, w 


s of true Bleſſedneſs, 


il _ the greateſſ 
PATE 


A. FUNERAL. SrRMon. 5 


$ | 
elicit Froh This is evident from the Practice of 
Men, and while they form this immature Judgment, 
they will neceſſarily purſue Happineſs in a wrong Path. 
Perhaps you may add further, Doth not Mo defire 
that which will make him really happy? We anſwer, | 
That an unregenerate Man doth wy Wh or hope to | 
be happy, for the Sake of any real poſitive Good which 
there is in Happineſs; all the Happineſs he deſires is a 
Freedom from Pain and Miſery; and tho* he would not | 
dare to tell you, that he ſhould not like to dwell in 
God's Preſence ; yet his Practice plainly declares that he 
would take no Satisfaction in it. Thoſe who hope for 
true ſubſtantial Happineſs upon good Grounds, are ſuch 
whoſe Hope is purified, who are wrought upon by the 
Spirit of God, and made to ſee the real intrinſic Excellen- 
ey of Happineſs. All ſuch have a good Hope, they are, 
money the Righteous in the Text, who have a Hope, 
chat is a great Support to their Spirits, amidſt the various 
lamities of Life, yea, even in Death itſelf. Is it not 
to be feared of the Multitudes that entertain Hopes of 
Happineſs, great Numbers are deceiving Gets 
with falſe Hopes ; they compaſs themſelves about with 
Sparks of their own kindling. Some have a Hope that 
is built only upon the Mercy of God ; of this Sort are all 
openly wickedPerſons ; ſome hope for Happineſs on the 
account of their religious Performances, of this Sort are 
Ill Hypocrites in Religion; ſome hope for the Mercy of 
God through Faith in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, of this 
Sort are thoſe mentioned in the Text. Seeing then that 
the- greateſt Part of the Chriſtian World ar e Self deceivers, 
what Care ſhould we all take that our Hopes be well 
| eſtabliſhed. You way be deceived, and fo may I: If 
either of us ſhould, what dreadful Horror and Diſap- 
pointment will ſeize us at Death, and in the Day of 
Judgment ! Let us in the F eur of God attend to the 1 
following Particular 85 


Firſt. 


„ 4 
B 
. 
- 


rs LP ˙ [ „ „ „„ 
x 8 
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"Ft, Lat us confer he cler of tb fie, 
4 Man. ſ FO, 


 Seccadly Let us forges the Nor and a, 
this righteous Man's Hope. 


JERMON, 


- Thirdy. Let us eſpecial take a « View 155 this nur, 
þ * 85 exercis'd at Deatb. 3 


Fourth. y. Conſider, None but a rights Man can 
bave 4 good Hope. | 


Fire. Let us conſider the Ci araBtr f the + rightems 
Man in the Text. 

"It 3 is peculiar to all God's Chi dren that they are righ- 
'Iſous, This doth not mean, that they are -dcturely an 
perfectly righteous, for as all have ſinned, fo all have lc: 
the moral Rectitude of their Natures ; 2nd tho? there 5 
a great Difference between the preſent and former State 
of God's Children, yet they can't be ſuppoſed to be uni- 
verſally righteous. Notwithſtanding the Change made in 
them, they commit many Sins, there are many Defects 
in their Obedience. God ſees Sin in his own Children, 
and puniſheth them for it, as the Scriptures and Chri- 
ſttian Experience teſtify. How dangerous is it then for 
any to eſpouſe that Soul- ruining Principle, that Believers 

are free from Sin in this Life] The Righteouſneſs of 
- Believers conſiſts in ſeveral Things, which we ſhalt 


mention. 
Fir, It is an imputed Righteouſneſs. God having 


accepted the Sacrifice and Satisfaction of his Son, im- 
putes his Righteouſneſs to their Souls, on the Account 
of which He as freely accepts them, as he did his Son's 
Obedience. For as by one Mans Diſobedience, many 
were made Sinners; ſo by the Obedience of one, (i. e. 
-. Chriſt, ) ſhall many be made righteous. Rom. 5. 19. 

Thro' the Fall of our firit Parents, we are all become 


4 CUNERAL 3 | 


4 guilty. and eden. There. is. none that doeth good, 
20 not one. Pſal. 14. 1. We are-rightly called a: Seed 
of  Evil-doers ; We have broken Covenant with God, 
and ſtand condemned to die in a ſpiritual Senſe. The 
Law and Juſtice of God have their Demands upon us; 
and it is impoſſible that we ſhould ſtand right in God's 
Eyes, conſidered in ourſelves, as we did before our Fall; 
4, e. that we ſhould. yield that perfect Obedience which 2 
the Law requires; or, could we do it, yet as God hath 
a Right to allour Service, our perfect Obedience would 

be but preſent Duty, and no ways atone for paſt Neg- 
Jet. But Chriſt, as our Surety, hath undertaken for us. 
He hath been made Sin | for us, ubo knew no Sing that 
we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him, 2 
Cor. 5. 21. God hath been pleaſed to declare Himſelf 
ready to receive Sinners, to 5 them to his Love 
and Favour through Chriſt. The Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt is perfect and compleat. The Scheme of Re- 
demption was admirably well contrived and calculated 
to do Honour to God's Law: Chriſt being a divine | 
Perſon, his Righteouſneſs is fully and 9 5b ſatis- 
factory: Nothing could be done in a way of Suffering 
that could make the Law appear more honourable z | 
the eternal Damnation of the Sinner in Hell would not |: 
do ſo much Honour as the Sufferings of Chriſt : Theſe 
have paid a full Satisfaction; but ns other never would || 
pay ＋ in full. — It is for the Sake of what Chriſt hath |] 
done, that any are made righteous. We are afraid there 
are many that talk of Juſtification by Chriſt's Righte- 
ouſneſs, that know not what they ſay, nor whereof they 
affirm. For the Help of ſuch we would ſay, that by |: 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is meant, his active and paſ- 
ſive Obedience to the Law ; it is this that God imputes 
to the Sinner. — But then, Is there no Condition of {|} 
Juſtification? Do all ſhare equally in the Priviledge ? | 
We anſwer, No. Many, notwithſtanding that Righte- | 


ouſneſs which Chriſt ws 3 out, remain in a _ | 


8 


. 
© 
J 


| 112 oh damned, Mark 1 6.1 10 


—— — — 


the Juſtice of God, if he ſhou 


| Hold of it as their own, and pl. 


„ Righteouſneſs ; for on this 
„ thine Anger, and procure tl 


1 that by which they are afterwarc 


A Fern 


SERMOV. 


of Sin and Cons bn ; W 2 
remain, till in the Exerciſe of 
embrace this Rigttcoufnels | as 
Hopes upon it. Let the Scrip 
He that believeth ſhall be ſaved : 


1 ke: Righteous 1 in this Text 
their doleful Condition by the 
the Stroke of Juſtice, in the Ez 
ing of the Law. They are bro 
nothing butSin and Unrighteòuſ 


faith, they 


and in this State they will 
are enabled to 
"their s, and build their 
ure decide the Matter, 

He that believeth not | 


are thoſe that have ſeer 


Fall, as they lie open to 
tecution of the Threaten- 
ught to ſee in themſelv 
neſs, and to acknowled; 1 


ned Puniſhment upon them, 

Being brought to this humbling 
prizing Beauty and Fitneſs in 
the Word of God reveals and 
to the Acceptance of all in gen 
ſays the Sinner, “ My own þ 
- Rags, it can do nothing but « 
ce mall I be able to appear befo 
4 in the great Day? Bleſſed 

r dear Saviour hath wrought 
ce me, and offers it to me. |] 
Offer: Lord give me Stre 


upon juſtifies the Sinner, He | 
teous Perſon, and gives him t 
13 Mercy and Grace. 


ghtcous Juſtified. 


But then, They may bes C 
Tmag e of God is inſtamped or 
bal 


bring the whole threat - 
even everlaſting Miſery. 
Senſe, they ſee a ſur- 
chat Righteouſneſs which 
offers. As it is offered 
ral,” they confidently lay 
a it before God: O, 


dondemn me: How then 
re my Judge now, and 
be God that Chriſt m7 
out a Righteouſneſs for 
Lord, I accept this thine 
ngth to lay hold of this 
I depend only to divert 
1y Smiles. God heres 
books upon him as a righ- 
o taſte the Sweetneſs of 
I this Senſe are the 
5 


alled Righteous, as the 
on them. They are made 


This Holineſs hath noHand in Juſtification; it is 


ls mage: meet for Heaven. 


dighteouſneſs is as filthy | 


2 FuNERAL SE RMO. 


The 1 of God, which is cteated in Righ coutnels | 
and true Holineſs, is refix*d upon them. They follow 
hard after Holineſs. They don't think that Chris 
bringing himſelf under Obligations to obey the Law, 
makes void their Obligations. No: They eſteem them- 

| ſelves under more ſtrict Engagements Nil to be hol: 
All the Powers of their Minds are ſanctified, their Hearts 
are purified, they have holy Thoughts and' Diſpoſitions ; 1 
and from the holy Principles within, they are influenced 
to maintain holy Lives. Sanctification always accom- 
panies our being juſtified. By this we mean more than 
a Phariſaical Righteouſneſs, or viſible Conformity to the 
Law. Thoſe who are juſtified are changed in the Tem- 
per of their Minds; it will not ſuffice them that they” 
are outwardly religious ; they will endeavour to bring i 
all rheir Thoughts, Purpoſes and Reſolutions under the 4 
1 of God's holy Oracles. 1 


| 5 If we tale Rightconſheh to be common n Juſtice any 
Equity, the Perſons mentioned in the Text are rightes | 

ous in this Senſe. They look upon themſelves under 

Obligations to do Juſtice to all around them. They - |] 
will be true to their Word and Promiſe; and endea- 
vour to give all their Due. They labour to keep a Con- 
ſcience void of Offence towards Man, as. well as to- 
wards God. They have other Things to move them 
to this, beſides the juſt Debt due to their Neighbour, |: 
as, the Honour of Chriſt and his a which tbe 1 
very near her ed | | 


43.44 


Secondhy: We are to conſider the Manx ad Efe 
„ the righteous Man's Hope. The Righteous hath Hope, 
ſays the Text. Hope in general, is an Expectation to | | 
receive ſome future Good; it ſuppoſeth that there is 2 
Probability of obtaining it, and it puts the Soul up- 
on endeavouring after it. This Good is — 
_ for we cannot hope for that we are 8 


8 A FUNERAL. 


the Poſſeſſion of: There is like 
at the Good hoped for, elſe n 
zope to obtain it. True, we 

have no reaſonable Hope for ; 
Grounds hope for all that we 


SERMON. 


1 a Pro | omi + | <> 
reaſonable Creature can 
ay deſire that which we 

but we cannot u 
deſire. That which the 
ſpecial ſpiritual Bleſſings. 


{ righteous Man hopes for is in 
As to ſome. of the Bleſſings of 
| Pardon and Reconciliation, the 
| 2nd he many times rejoiceth 1 
Hope is eſpecially carried out a 
of the Covenant, as perfect 


: Trouble, the full Fruition of 


Vilion of Chriſt. 


This Hope i is founded upon 
Chrilt, and a comfortableSenſe t 
to comply with the Terms of S 
Redemption, and the Applicati 

ers, is all of free Grace. I 
nothing to boaſt of, the Crown 
deemer's Head, and that be the 
nat unto us, Lord; | but unto. thy 
God is gracious and full of 
Bleflings ſtored up in his 
upon poor periſhing Sinners: 

is welcome to them all. 
their s ; and if Chriſt 18 their 
come their's, The righteous 
looks upon this Love and 
Mercy of God, that He will 


5 Poſſeſſion of the whole of that 


hath | purchaſed. — But then his 
upon = Mercy. of God. It i 
have no other .Foundation than 


upon; and verily. this conſide! 


gon in our preſent fallen State. 
4 s - gracious Regards, and 


=. 


8, then all Things 
bo with Aſtoniſhment 


7 


the Covenant, as Peace, 
e he already poſſeſſeth 
a Senſe of 8 His 
er the other Priviledges 
reedom from all Sin and 
od, and the en | 


he Mercy of God, thro? 5 
at we have been enabled 
vation. The Work of 
n of it to the Souls of - 
hoſe who are ſaved have 
muſt be ſet on the Re- 
Language, Not unto us, 
Name be all the Glory, 
paſſion ; He hath rich 


 Compat Chriſt, to beſtow 


There is not one Sinner 
He offers Chriſt to be 
will be- 


race, and hopes in the 
at laſt put him in the 
Happineſs which Chriſt 
Hope is not built barely 
to be feared that many 
this, to reſt this Hopes 
red alone is no Founda- 
We have all forfeited 
we an ſubmit to his 
Terms 


* 0 


in his infinite Wiſdorh contrived; and by his almighty | 


* "© -00 8 (ond US. 


„ SSRMON. 
before we can 


e for his Favour. God hath 


Power effected a Way to reinſtate many in the Enjoy 
ment of all poſitive: Happmefs : The Condition 1s, | Be- 
heving in Chriſt, accepting Him as a . Prieff 


and King. This Method of Salvation is every Way 


worthy of the Perfections of God; and ſuited to Man's 
teaſonable Nature. - We dare not ay, that God could 
not have found out any other Way; but as He hath 
ſcen fit to pitch upon this Method, we ought to con- 
clude that it is the beſt Way.—The righteous Man hath 
heartily complied with this Method of Salvation, and 


therefore it is that he entertains Hopes of future Happi- 


neſs :—He finds by an Examination into his own Heart; 


|| chat the Spirit of Chriſt hath been at Work: upon his 


Soul, accompliſhing the Deſigns of -God's Grace. He 
hath had a Diſcovery of the Neceſſity of a Saviour, the 
Ling of a Saviour, and the Suitableneſs of the Saviour 


Ir him: He hath been made willing to receive Chriſt 


upon any Terms; and as that is the Goſpel Call, Be- 


lieve on the Lord Feſus Chrif, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, L 
he hath cried to God for this Faith, and God hath given 


him Power to believe. He finds that he can truſt freely 


1 and entirely to Chriſt's Satisfaction for Acceptance with, 


and the Approbation of God : He finds within himfelf 
a free Diſpoſition to ſubmit to Chriſt's Laws and Com- 


mandments: He no longer conſults Fleſh and Blood 
for the Rule of his Conduct, but gives himſelf up to the 
Word and Spirit of Chriſt, to be led and guided all the 


Days of his Life. —F? inding theſe Things wrought with- 
in him, he lifts up the Hands that hang down and 


| ſtrengthens the feeble Knees : He hopes in God with 
Freedom and Confidence, for the Beſtowment of preſent 
and future Good; and verily what ſpiritual Good ma 


hot a Soul hope for, that can find ſuch Diſpoſitions as 


cheſe. It muſt be perfectly pleaſing to God to ſee the” | 


inner thus ſubmitting himſelf to Him; for it is What 
| He | 


: { 
': 3 
1 


|| He hath commanded and called upon him to do. God 
| gives the Sinner the fulleſt Aſſurance in his Word, that 
| his Hopes ſhall not fail him; but that he ſhall before 
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long come to the Perfection of 


Let us conſider ſome of the good Effects of this Hope 
| of the righteous Man: And here we may learn whether 
5 our r are of the right Kind. | 


appineſs in the upper 


Bil It is of a purifying Nature. All thoſe who are 
poſſeſſed of it endeavour to cleanſe themſelves from all 

Filbineſs, both of Fleſh and Spirit, and to perfect Holi- 
| weſs in the Fear of God. The Apoltle John ſays, 1 Joh. 
3. 3. He that hath this Hope in him, purifieth himſelf = 
eden as God is pure. John! is here ſpeaking of the won- _ 
| derful Love of God in taking any of the Sons of Men 


|| into a filial Relation to himſelf, and of that Viſion and; 


| | bkfſed Likeneſs to which adopt: d Ones ſhall be advan-; 
ced in the coming World; and from hence he argues 
that the Children of God, who have Hopes of being at 
| Aft with him, will endeavour to purify themſelves, and to 
|| beprepared to enjoy an holy Gad. And certainly, there 


|| no one that really hopes for the Enjoyment of God in 


{| Heaven, but will endeavour to get into a Meetneſs for it 
| here. Sin is a Separation from God, and the Glories of 
his Kingdom; and the more we are freed from Sin, we. 
ſhall be the more pleaſing to God, and ſhall rejoice more 
nn being preſent with him. A d if Believers hope for 
the Happineſs of the heavenly World, Holineſs of Heart 
and Life will be much upon their Minds. Senſible of 
the Body of Sin which is in them, they will endeavour 
to mortify the Deeds of the Body, to withſtand their 
corrupt Inclinations, and live under the Influence of a 
Principle of Grace and Holineſs. If we hope for any 
ate Thing, we ſhall endeavour to remove every 


that wil obſtruct our RIO of it; and if 
| We 


* © nc 


e hope hee? Heaven, we ſhall 1 avoid N 


b hs. that will tend to ſhut us out of Heaven; and 
Sin is the greateſt Hindrance to our Happineſs, ſure- 


we ſhall Nr to forlake it, and all we 6" 


fir. 


ts, A good "AR makes ahi Soul A be- 


ore God. Humility is inſeparably connected with the 
narafter of a true Chriſtian. That Method of Salva- 


oon with Which he hath complied, tends in the very 
Nature of it, to abaſe and humble the Pride of Man; 


ind in whomſoever Pride bears an habitual Sway, we 


may conclude, that ſuch an one is not under the Domi- 
nion of ſuitable Principles. Every true Chriſtian will 


acknowledge himſelf unwarthy of the leaſt Favour at 


God's Han and if God hath vquchſafed fo great a 


Favour as to give him a Title to everlaſting Bleſſedneſs, 


he will not think too highly of himſelf. Alf his Boaſting 


75,more deſerving than another; but that he is equally 


Bt deſerving ; 'F _ this will i him lie low 2 5 God 2 
and Men. What, ſays the Believer, ſhall 1 grow . 
4c proud and conceited, oe God hath given me a 
« Title to Bleſſedneſs here and hereafter, when I de- 
* ſerve the oppoſite of both ? Shall I think my ſelf bet- } 

e ter. than my Neighbour, becauſe God hal in his 


* Sovereignty thus diſtinguiſhed me? Lord, let it be 
far from me: Give me the Ornament of a meek and 


e humble Spirit, which is of great Price in thy Sight. 1 
A good Hope, as to an earthly Inheritance, may make 
s think highly of ourſebves ; but a good Hope of an 
heavenly Inheritance will make us/feek and iowly in 
Heart, meek and lowly in our Carrie iege towards: ol ers, 


7 dh. The good Hope ol cle B Skieo⸗ 3 e 

from 9 5 World. This, and the i World, ae 
eu different in the e * afford. The wo 
a vl | "& ; | 


bis i O02 80d Bot in e He will not think ke 
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fort of the preſent Life is but tranſitory, at the bel. 3 
the more we indulge im the Hap it, the more it w. 


take our Hearts off from the Happineſs of the other 
The Satisfactions of the upper World are ſure and ab. 
ding. If then we have a juſt Title to the Bleſſedne* 
of Heaven, it will teach and influence us to ſet lightl 
by all Things here below. If our Treaſure is in Hes 
ven our Hearts will be where our Treaſure is; and cor 
ſequently Believers will converſe moſtly with heaven; 
| 3 5 1 „ What, ſays the Chriſtian, have I an endu. 
<« ring Subſtance in Heaven, that is of more Value 
«than all this World; and ſhall I then ſet my Heart 
* upon any Thing below the Sun? Shall I have hea- 
c yenly Riches, and at the ſame Time be fond of 
& worlJly Wealth? Shall I have heavenly Honours, and 
c court the Honotir that con eth from Man? Am 1 
c entitled to heavenly? Pleaſures, and ſhall I indulge 
„ myſelf in Gratifications here below? Every Thing 
appears to a true Chriſtian as not worthy to be compa- 
red with the Glory that ſhall hereafter be revealed; and 
he will ſurely ſet his Heart moſt 0 that which he 
hath the Fee Affection „„ ä 


A 


—_ 


Fiourtblr, A righteous Man is ing t to have hisHopes 
proved 4d tried. This is the Temper of every true 
Chriſtian; and that is his Language, Search me, O God. 
and know my Heart; try me, and know my T boughts. i 
When Perſons have any Proſpect that they are Heirs 
to a worldly Eſtate, what Pains will they not take to 
ſee that their Title be good and indiſputable ; and if 
we have any Reaſon to think we are Heirs to an hez 
venly Inheritance, ſhall we not rather double our Dil 
gence, that our Hope may not fail us? Now all true Be 
lievers have an indiſputable Right to the Glories of Hea- 


ven: Indeed it may not appear indiſputable to them, 


and therefore they will accompliſh a diligent Search, that, 
| they may be . ſatisfied as to the Matter. The 
| Marks 
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Marks of Grace made known in the Goſpel, are "Dy 
and evident Tokens of Chriſtianity. ; and he that is 45" f 
ly concerned in this Matter, will be careful to examine 
himſelf by theſe: Evidences. Wnether this is not a 
reaſonable Thought, my Brethren, judge ye. True 
Chriſtians will improve every Opportunity to get an 
Inſight into this Matter: They will ſeriouſly attend 
the Miniſtry of the Word, that they may be acquainted 
with the Truth of their Hopes: They will not think it 
hard if the Miniſters of the Goſpel lay themſelves out 
to prove them, and try them: They have Hearts open 
to Conviction, and are willing to know the worſt of 
themſelves that they may amend what is amiſs : They 
conſider of how great Importance it is, that their Title. 
to Heaven be good, and are willing to have their Claims 
ſearched to the Bottom: They will leave no Stone witk-. | 
out turning it, no Method without proving it. O, 
fa 175 the Believer, Let but my Title to Heaven be 
good, and I value not the Pains I muſt take. 
| l 


But we come, e 0 „ yi 


Thirdly, To conſider the Hope of the righteous © 
Man, as it is exerciſed at Death, The Righteous hath | 
Hope in his Death. The near Approach of Death is 

generally the trying Time for the Hope of Man: If 
2ur Hopes that now eaſe and ſupport us, will not 

tand the Teſt in a dying Hour, we have Reaſon to 
ear that they are falſe and deluſory. If our Hopes 

re rightly founded, they will exert themſelves at thnge 
tear View of Eternity. There is a vaſt Difference be- 
ween the Hopes of arighteous and an unrightecus Man 
t Death: Both may have Hopes; but the Hopts of 
"oth are not founded uon the ſame Bottom. ; 


Let a wicked Man, when he is on the Brink of the | 
Grays, examine into he. Grounds of his Confidence; ; | 
2 ans 


— — 
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| and he will have little reaſon to c 


fortable concerning himſelf. H 
of God ; but as he muſt find 
the Mercy of God, by Virtue 
Which he finds in him, he ha 
conclude that his Title is not g 
not ſubmitted to Chriſt in the 
tore he ſees that his Hopes are 


Boe, Let a Chriſtian when 
Grave, enquire into the Found 
he will experience that he ha 
wrought in him, which reviv 
may nof have a ſure and cert 
will find fuch Experience of 
will not dare to bonchode that 
The paſt Experience which 
encourage him: He cannot 
former Dealings with him; an 
have ſome Hopes. According 

dne paſſing out of Time into E 


favoured with the converting 


Cannot reject the Evidence. I 
Aſſurance; yet he hath Hope: 
' tions will lead him to examine 
deny the Operations of God u 
Death have Aſſurance ; all t 

Faith of Adherence : 
that hope they have for Milli 
in a good Meaſure rejoice in 
venant : Though their Faith m 
They rejoice in Chriſt as thei 
they cannot actually call him t 
not ſay that he is not their's: 
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onclude any thing com- 
e may truſt in the Mercy 
that he hath no Title to 


They 


of any Faith in Chriſt, 
melancholy Reaſon to 
od : He knows h. bath 
oſpel Way; and chere 
Og: 
4 
e is on the Brink of the 
tion of his Hope, and 
h had a Work of Grace 
his Soul. Indeed he 
Hope of this; but he 
vine Operation that he 
he is not a Chriſtian: 
e hath had, will now 
abſolutely deny God's 
as he cannot, he will 
y we find, that every 
ternity, that hath been 
influence of the Spirit, 
hough he may not have 
His'doubtful Expecta- 
himſelf ; and he cannot 
poy. his Soul. Some at 
rue Chriſtians have the 
would not part with 


ns of Worlds: They 


y be ſmall, yet it is ſure. 
Saviour; and though 
ir on, yet they dare 

They rejoice in the 


Spirit; and though they can 


him their Comforter, yet at the ſame time they cannot 
Hearts. They have - 
ſome 


_ his ee Om the 


2 with Confidence call 


od as their God in Co- 


an 
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fois Degree of ſubſtantial Comfort, which the wicked | | 
Man hath not. The Scriptures ſay, That Eye hath not | 


ſeen, nor bath Ear heard what God hath Jaid up for thoſe 


that love him: And all Believers having ſome Evidence 


of this Love, cannot but rejoice in ſome Degree. 


Faith they behold Heaven as their's, and all the Hap- 
pineſs of it : If Believers have not this Hope, who can 


lay Claim to it? If thoſe who have had a Work of 


Grace wrought in them, cannot take the Comfort of 
it, how can thoſe who are graceleſs. True Chriſtians 


have good Reaſon to look upon Death as a conquered 
Enemy, and upon Heaven as unalterably their's. 


F ourthly, None but the Righteous can have a good 
Hope. We have already conſidered Man as in a de- 
plorable Condition by the Fall, having no Righteouſneſs 
and Strength in him, having violated God's holy Law. 


We have ſaid, That Man cannot be juſtified by the firſt 


Covenant, the Covenant of Works; and that thoſe 


who are juſtified muſt be made righteous according to 
the Covenant of Grace: Will it not from hence follow 


that Juſtification is not by the Law but by Grace? Fat, 
is unalterably fixed as the Condition of Salvation; and 


how can Unbelievers be juſtified, or made righteous | 
ſeeing they have not believed in Chriſt ? And how can 


they have a good Hope, unleſs they have good Rea- 
ſon to think that they are juſtified ? Every Unbeliever 


is condemned in the Word of God : therefore no Un- 
believer can have a well-grounded Hope. - Sinners may 
talk of their Obedience, and Willingneſs to be ſaved by 
Chriſt, as long and as much as they pleafe, but unleſs 


their Willingneſs to be ſaved, engageth them to embrace 
Chriſt's Rightcouſnek as the Grounds of their Salvation, | 


they cannot have any ſcriptural Hopes: Chr:# is the 
End of the Law for Righteouſneſs, to all them that be- 


lieve. It muſt then be Faith in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs 
that gives Inge to a rational, Hs Here. This 


Faith 
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4 aith is either a Condition, or it is not; our Compli- 


f | | ance or Non-compliance with it muſt make us happy 
or miſerable ; otherwiſe God trifles with his Creatures, 


Which we ought not to ſuppoſe| ; and there would be 


| no need of a Condition, if we could have a good 
7 Hope, or be ſaved without it, certainly then it always 
If Pres a firm Hope in Man. | 


3D 12 APPLICATION now. bs before us. 


15 "Add. 5 8 
Firs, 1 us examine ou W as to the Reaſon of 


1 that Hope which is in us. No doubt all of us here be- 
fore God, hope for Salvation; but is there a true and 
5 falſe Hope ? Oh let us be careful that we are not de- 


4 ceived : It is not long before we muſt all appear at the 


© Judgment Seat of Chriſt, and then we ſhall be thro'ly 


W tried. Are our Hopes well grounded? Are we in the 


der a Work of Conviction by 


Number of righteous Perſons ? Have we Reaſon to 
E think that we are juſtified ? Have we been brought un- 
e Spirit of God, and 
been made to ſee that according to the firſt Covenant 
| we are Sinners, and righteouſly condemned? Have we. 
| been brought to ſee that we are|poor, wretched, miſe- 
rable, blind and naked ? Have e been emptied 'of our 
ſelves, and been brought to lie low at the Feet of ſove- 
| reign Grace, acknowledging that we are unworthy of 

| Mercy ; and that God would be juſt if He ſhould caft 
us off forever? Hath this Diſcovery lead us to ſeek for 
Salvation in the Goſpel, wherein Chriſt is revealed as a 
| ſyitable and alſufficient Saviour? Have we conſulted the 
| Terms of Salvation, that they are forſaking ourſelves, . 
and relying upon Chriſt alone for Salvation? And have 
| we accordingly ſubmitted to thoſe Terms? Can we up- 
| on Examination call Chriſt our Righteouſneſs ; and can 


| we ſay, that all our Hopes, are founded upon Chriſt 25 
| | | 01% = 
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ET in us. Doth it influence us to labour 
Doth it purify our Hearts, and Work 
55 ens Love towards God, towards Chriſt, towards 


5 Holineſs, and the Brethren ! ? Doth this Hope make 
us humble in our own Eyes? Doth it wean us from 


| 


the World, and teach us the incomparableneſs of it to 
the future Glory! ? Are we willing to have our Hopes 


proved ? Are we concerned leaſt we ſhould be deceived | 
with a' falſe Hope ? Po we labour by examining the | 


Word of God, by Prayer, and attending the Miniſtry 


of the Word, to ſee that our Hopes are well grounded? f 


Be not deceived, my Brethren, à ſollicitous ' Concern 


ſhould always accompany this Matter: Every true 


Chriſtian is ſenſible of the Deceitfulneſs of his Heart, 
and therefore labours to ſecure an Hope, of which he 
ſhall never have Occaſion to be aſhamed. Look well 
to yourſelves, and remember that this Matter is 1 
everlaſting Concernment. 


Secondly, We may infer theBleſſedns of tbe Abb 
They have ſure and certain Hopes of Comfort here 
and Reader. They can entertain this joyful Reflection 


that leaving their own Righteouſneſs, they have embraced I 


he Righteouſneſs of God, which is by Faith in Chriff 
Feſus. Their Hope is built upon him, who is the Rock 
of Ages; and Chriſt like a Rock is ſure and abiding. 


Amidſt the many Troubles which paſs over you, 0 
Believer, you may caſt Anchor in Chriſt, who hath en- 


ter'd for you within the Vail: The Righteouſneſs of 


Chriſt being imputed to you, you need not fear with 
any Amazement. When Chriſt's Righteouſneſs Was 


imputed to you, Chriſt was given to you alſo; and in 


him you have all that a Chriſtian can deſire. Chriſt is 
your's to teach you, Chriſt is your” s fo intercede for 
you, Chriſt is your's to ſanctify you: And be of good 


Comfort, Chriſt is * at Death: He will give you 


17 
le. us examine further into the Effects which this || 


ſuch 


| | 1 — 
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| fa Aids, wii though they may nor ffre you of | 


[| Salvation, yet will afford you great Matter of Joy. 


Endeavour to grow, more acquainted with Chriſt, and 
i he will be more acquainted with you; and rejoice in this 
| that He whom you now long after, vill be the; SR 


1 of your perperugl Enjoyment. e 


1 27 tirdh, We gather that all 3 e are 
| voy miſerable. They are without Hope, not having 


ſubmitted themſelves. to the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt : 


| | And being deſtitute. of this Hops 


enmbraced will be an Aggra 


they have no good 


| | Proſpe&t . them. The Anger of God is revealed 
eo nens of Chriſt, unleſs 


ga gainſt them, i Rights = 
ou 
cannot, O Sinner, be happy; for you are yet. = your 
Sins, and Chriſt cannot be in you, the Hope, of Glory 
| kereafter. | You, may have ſome Sparks of Hope; but 
unleſs you repent, and believe in Chriſt, they will en- 
Kindle he Flames of Hell, anc 8 them to burn . 


ORE e col 


7 N If the Nie berden we e in | then Death, 
then mourning Ones may be comforted, that their righte- 
us. Relatives and Friends wha have died, are gone to 
j upper World. of Enjoyment. . There all Believer 8 
Hopes terminate; . thoſe who are gone thither, 
| carry Joy with whim, and leave Occaſion of Joy behind 
- Have we loſt deſircable Friends and Relatives 3 P 
| And have we Reaſon to think that they died embracing 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ? Let us not "ok fearful and un- 
believing about them: Their Death is our Loſs, but 
| our Loſs is their Gain. Did they die expreſſing Faith 
zn Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs ? It ſhould teach us the 
Preciouſneſs of Chriſt ; and of how great Benefit it is 
to be intereſted in Chriſt. et us learn, my Brethren, 
from what we have ſeen nd heard of the Faith of thoſe 
EE r have died, to hy aF Foundat ion for t the ſang Weine 
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at Death. God hath been pleaſed of late to repeat In- 
| ſtances of Mortality among us: He hath taken away 
one and another, concerning whom we have good Rea- 
ſon to hope. A dear Paſtor hath been lately removed 
from us : And where are many beſides that uſed to ac- 
company us in this Place of Worſhip ? They are dead, 
and they died in Hope ! TheHonour of God andReligi- 
on obliges us to mention one Inſtance of Mortality, that 
God hath ſet before us: We mean the Death of the 
vertuous and anuable Madam HuTcninson, to whom 
ſome of us paid our Funeral Reſpects the laſt Week. 
| Wee have great Reaſon to think that She was one whom 
. God made righteous, by imputing his Son's Righteouſ- 
neſs to her; and we have this confirmed in her good 
Hope at Death : She lived a righteous, and died like a 
juſtified Perſon : She was aſked the Morning before ſhe 
died, Whether ſhe had a good Hope as to that World 
ſhe was Juſt entering into? She replied, © I gave my 
“ ſelf up to God many Years ago; and now God, by | 
* the Smiles of his Countenance, gives me abundant || 
_ © Reaſon to think that I did it in Sincerity. ** Her 
Chriſtian Temper appeared through the Courſe of her 
Life: Her ſteady and ſerious Piety at Home in her 
Family and Cloſet, appeared to thoſe who were moſt | 
with her; as they are ready to teſtify, She endea- 
voured to approve herſelf unto God, by walking 
ing cloſely with Him. The Hopes which ſhe enter- 
tained of the Happineſs of Heaven were ſuch as influ- 
enced her in her whole Behaviour: She was a prudent || 
diſcreet Wife, a tender Mother, and a hearty Friend : |} 
She treated ali about her with. a peculiar Pleaſancy and |} 
Freedom: What is beſt of all is, that ſne was a Chriſtian. 
God approved her; and ſhall we not approve of thoſe 
whom the Lord approveth. When ſhe was ſeized 
with her laſt Illneſs, which was but a few Days before 
The died, tho Providence placed her in wealthy Cir- 
cumſtances, and in the _— of many pleaſantC _— 
0 e 
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ſhe was willing to leave all for C 
and Proſpect than this World can afford. She 


had'e! the Evidences of Grace, a 
Her Faith 


Hope 


all worldly Riches. 
ſtrong and active, and this eley 
ſaid with Freedom and Alacrity, 


to die; and how could ſhe be afraid, 


a Hope. What a mighty Spri 


"I 3 Sir, Who hay 
this Bereavement, have no Occz 
Hope. God was pleaſed to fa 
Continuance together, and no d 
difficult and irkſome to part; 
Conſort leave Grounds to hope 
Ri zhteous? Did ſhe exerciſe 
ons, in her dying Moments? 
of Joy in this Cup of Affliction. 
of God ſeen in you at this Time 
may have an abundant Supply 
your Character as a Chriſtian, 
Adverlity. 
May they be purified in this Fu 
| when God ſhall ſee fit to take 
cannot wiſh any thing better t 
Hope in your Death, and after 
ſwallowed up in Enjoyment! 
God hath given you; be ſpared 


your advanced Years! NM 
Virtues, and Copy after the E 
Mother, as ſhe copied after Ch 


2 FuNEee ar. ! 


I 
„ 
0 


May your Graces: | 
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hriſt. She had a better 


1d theſe are better than 
in future Glory was 
rated her Hopes. She 
that ſhe was not afraid 
when ſhe had: ſuck 
8 of Co hſolation is this, 


tel 8 in 
ſion to mourn without 
our you with a long 
oubt this made it more 


3 


but, Did your deccaled 


that ſne was among the 
the Hope of the righte- 
may then nux Tears 
We praiſe the Grace 
and pray that you 
7 the Spirit to adorn 


:ſpecially in this Day f 


ie bright and that. | 
nace of Affliction! And 
you out of this Life, we 
nan that you may have 
Death have your Hope 
y the Children whom. 
to be the Comfort of 


May they be led to imitate the 


ple of their deceaſed 
riſt! May the Son be as 
and the Daughters e 


& Plant, grown up in bis Youth ; 


Ow us bur after the Rights 
amputed to us. I truſt we are 
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offeſſed- of a coed: e 
uſneſs of Chris, to be 
convinced that Hopes 

| built 


ies 
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: built upon any other Foundation are fo better than the 
| Hopes of the Hypocrite ; “and if our Hopes are of this 
Kind, what ſhall we do and ſay, when God: taketh a- 
way our Souls. We. conclude from Scripture, that a 
Man is juſtified by Faith, and not iy the Deeds f the 
Law, certainly then thoſe who are not righteous in this 
Wap, can't have very good Hopes. Let us labour 
firſt of all after the Character of the righteous Man ; 5 
Let us ſee to it that the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt becomes 
our's; that we are brought to accept it, renouncing our 
own. O Sinner, you will want ſome ſubſtantial Comfort 
>; the Hour of Death; and nothing but this will afford 
You may now build your Hopes upon yourſelves, | 
yo Prayers, and other Duties, and ſo make a Righte-. } 
ouſneſs of them; but it is no more than a Caſtle built 
in the Air, wihout any Foundation, Death will ſcale |} 
_ theſe high Walls of Conceit, and bring them down, ane 
then you will be an unavoidable Prey for Satan, on 
the other Hand, if your Hopes are built on the Righte- - | 
ouſneſs of Chriſt entirely, then in the near Views of E- 
ternity you will find ſuch Supports as you would not 
Part with for all the Enjoyments of Life. Let this Quej— 
tion be much upon your Minds, What it my Hope 
ſhould at laſt deceive me? And let the Poſſibility of the 
Thing quicken us all to great Jealouſy and Concern. 
And here we think it very neceſſary to charge and 
caution you, not ſo much as to think you are juſtified,  Þ} 
unleſs, at the ſame Time, you find you are under the | 
Influence of an Heart-purifying Hope, of an Hope that 
teacheth you Mortification and Self-denial, an Hope that 
attacheth your Affections to heavenly Things, and diſ- 
oſerh yd to.accompliſh a frequent and diligent Search 
into your Hearts: Theſe Things alway accompany 
Juſtification, and are of equal Neceſſity with it. We 
ſhall add one Paſſage of Scripture, as the Cloſe of the 
whole, Matthew 7. 24, —— 27. Therefore, whoſoever 


| . theſe Sayings of mine, and daeth them, Twill liken - 
| D 2 | im 
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him unto a wiſe Man that built bis Houſe upon @ Rock! 
And the Rain deſcended, and the Floods came, and th 
Wind blew, and beat upon that Houſe, and it fell not; 
or it was founded on a Rock. And every one that 
heareth theſe Sayings of mine, and doth them not, ſball 
be likened unto a fooliſh Man, that built his Houſe upon 
the Sand: And the Rain deſcended, and the Floods came, 
and the Winds blew, and beat upon that Houſe, and it 


fell, and great was the Fall of it. I leave you, m. 
Brethren, to apply it: May God make the effectua} 
Application. „ 1 1 
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